The Enlightenment Philosophers:

What Was Their Main Idea?
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Locke
	- Locke wrote the words from “Of the State of Nature” and “Of the Dissolution of Government” in 1690, 86 years before the Declaration of Independence. 
-What Locke meant by a “state of perfect freedom” is the state man is naturally in, and that a government must be formed to keep and preserve those natural rights and freedoms.
-Locke believes humans are created equal according to natural law and that no one should be subordinated or oppressed.
-The people have the right to create a new government if the old government fails. He recommends a strong legislative and fair and impartial executive.
-Locke’s main idea is that men are created equal and have a right to protect their natural rights to be free. Therefore, they look to form a government that preserves their freedoms and rules based on the consent of the people, or else the people will overthrow it to create a government that will.
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Voltaire
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Wollstonecraft
	


