Ms. Gómez

World History

The American Revolution Timeline
Directions: Read through the timeline and annotate (highlight, underline, circle, write in margins, ect.)
1760
King George III ascends to the throne of England.

1763
Treaty signed between England and France ending the French and Indian War. Canada and the 
continent east of the Mississippi River added to Great Britain’s growing empire.

1765
Parliament passes The Stamp Act as a means to pay for British troops on the American frontier. 
Colonists violently protest the measure.

1766
March 18. Stamp Act repealed, but on the same day parliament passes the Declaratory Act asserting 
its right to make laws binding on the colonies.

1768
October. British troops arrive in Boston to enforce custom laws.

1770
March. Four workers shot by British troops stationed in Boston. Patriots label the killings 


“The Boston Massacre.” 

1773
December. Massachusetts patriots dressed as Mohawk Indians protest the British Tea Act by dumping 
crates of tea into Boston Harbor.

1774
January. The Privy Council reprimands Benjamin Franklin in London for leaking letters damaging to 
the Royal Governor of Massachusetts. 


September. First Continental Congress convenes in Philadelphia.

1775
April. Shots fired at Lexington and Concord. “Minute Men” force British troops back to Boston. 
George Washington takes command of the Continental Army.

1776 
January. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense is published. Becomes an instant best seller and pushes the 
colonies closer to independence.


July 4. Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence is ratified by the Congress.


July. A huge British force arrives in New York harbor bent on crushing the rebellion.


August. Continental Army routed at Long Island, New York. 


December 26. Washington crosses the Delaware River and captures a Hessian force at Trenton, 
New Jersey.


December.  In desperate need of financing and arms, Congress sends Benjamin Franklin to France 
to urge the French to ally with America.

1777
July. A British force led by John Burgoyne takes Fort Ticonderoga in a devastating loss to the 
Americans. The Marquis de Lafayette arrives in America.


Washington defeated at Brandywine September 11 and Germantown October 4. 


Philadelphia is lost to the British.


October 17. Americans capture Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga.

1778
February. France signs a treaty of alliance with the United States and the American 
Revolution 
becomes a world war.
1780
British attack Charleston, South Carolina. City falls in May.


1780-1781. Americans “lose” series of engagement in the South, but exact a heavy toll on the 
British 
Army.
1781
African-American Elizabeth Freeman sues for her freedom in Massachusetts. 

Her victory prohibits slavery in that state.


October 19. A miraculous convergence of American and French forces traps Lord Cornwallis 
at Yorktown, Virginia. He surrenders his British army.

1783
September. A peace treaty is signed between Great Britain and the United States.


December. George Washington gives up command of the Continental Army and, to the astonishment 
of foreign observers, returns to private life.


1783-1787. Noah Webster creates and publishes a speller which helps standardize American English.

1786
1786-1787. Shay’s Rebellion, an armed insurrection of debt-ridden farmers in Massachusetts, 
quashed 
by the state militia.
1787
Northwest Ordinance adopted by Confederation Congress. Prohibits slavery in territories and 
provides 
a means for new states to enter the union. 


May. Delegates from all 13 states arrive in Philadelphia to rewrite the Articles of Confederation.


September 18. The Constitutional Convention adjourns having passed a National Constitution that 
needs ratification from ¾ of the states.

1788
The crucial states of Virginia (June 25) and New York (July 26) become the 10th and 11th states to 
pass the Constitution.

1791
December. A Bill of Rights passed by the 1st Congress of the United States.  

Vocabulary Crib Sheet

1st Continental Congress: On September 1774, delegates from 12 colonies gathered in Philadelphia. After debating, the delegates passed a resolution backing Mass. in its struggle. Decided to boycott all British goods and to stop exporting goods to Britain until the Intolerance Act was canceled.

2nd Continental Congress: The congress met in Philadelphia on May 10, 1775. Three delegatres added to the Congress were Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Hancock. The Congress took on governmental duties and united all the colonies for the war effort. They selected George Washington as commender of the army. They encouraged the colonies to set themselves up as states. On July 4, 1776 they adopted the Declaration of Independence. The Congress ended March 1, 1781 when a Congress authorized by the Articles of Confederation took over.
ally: a country that helps another country in time of war

Bill of Rights: First 10 amendments to the constitution covering the basic rights government must protect: 


*freedom of religion     *freedom of speech      *freedom of press      *trial by jury

blockade: a military action that closes a port

Boston Massacre: British soldiers fired into a crowd of colonists who were teasing and taunting them. Five colonists were killed. The colonists blamed the British and the Sons of Liberty and used this incident as an excuse to promote the Revolution.

Boston Port Bill: Closed down Boston Harbor until the damage from the tea party was paid for, paid for by Ben Franklin

boycott: to protest by refusing to buy a product or service

Common Sense: A pamphlet written by Thomas Paine that claimed the colonies had a right to be an independent nation
Declaration of Independence: The fundamental document establishing the United States as a nation, adopted on July 4, 1776. The declaration was ordered and approved by the Continental Congress and written largely by Thomas Jefferson. It declared the 13 colonies represented in the Continental Congress independent from Britain, offered reasons for the separation, and laid out the principles for which the Revolutionary War was fought.
Intolerable Acts: In response to Boston Tea Party, 4 acts passed in 1774, Port of Boston closed, reduced power of assemblies in colonies, permitted royal officers to be tried elsewhere, provided for quartering of troop's in barns and empty houses.

levy: to impose or collect, ex. a tax

Loyalist: one who remained loyal to the King

massacre: the killing of many people who are not able to defend themselves

Minuteman: a colonist trained to fight at a moment's notice during the American Revolution

Parliament: the name for the British branch of government that makes laws and also sees that they are carried out

Patriot: a colonist who fought for the independence of the American colonies

proclamation: an order issued by a government

quarter: colonists were asked to "quarter" British troops - provide shelter, food and supplies

repeal: to do away with a law

tax: the money people must pay for government services

treason: the betrayal of a trust; the offense of acting to overthrow ones' government

treaty: a formal agreement between nations

Montesquieu: the Enlighenment writer who believed in seperation of powers

popular sovereignty: Rule by the people
Stamp Act: A law passed by the British Parliament requiring colonists to pay a tax on newspapers, pamphlets, legal documents, and even playing cards.
"taxation without representation": The colonists were angry because they had to pay taxes to England but they did not get to have a representative in the English Parliament.

Thomas Jefferson: wrote the declaration of independence

Federal Republic: A government whose power is divided between the federal, or national, government and the states (Executive, Legislative, Judicial) with checks and balances.

French and Indian War: This struggle between the British and the French in the colonies of the North America was part of a worldwide war known as the Seven Years' War 1754-63.
Chapter 6, Section 4
The American Revolution

A. Analyzing Causes and Recognizing Effects:  As you read this section, note some of the causes and effects relating to the American Revolution and the establishment of the United States as a Republic.

(2 points for each box for a total of 20 points) 

	Causes
	Events
	Effects

	
	The British parliament passes the Stamp Act
	

	
	The British close Boston harbor and station troops in the city
	

	
	The Second Continental Congress votes to form an army under the command of George Washington
	

	
	France enters the war in 1778
	

	
	By approving the Articles of Confederation, the states created a weak national government
	


B. Writing Expository Paragraphs: In the lines below, write one or two paragraphs explaining how the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution reflect Enlightenment ideas about government.  Remember that I am looking for well thought-out written responses.  In order to further inform your writing, refer to the supplemental material on the Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights.  

(15 points)

Use the following terms and underline them in your writing:
Checks and Balances


Federal System


Bill of Rights

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


